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SECTION IV -- RECONNAISSANCE 
Peacetime Aerial Reconnaissance Proaram 


val Peacetime Aerial Reconnaissance Proaram (PARPRO) operations continued . 
jn 1971, but, as with many other programs, there were cutbacks. In March e 
CINCPACAF requested that the reauirement to maintain fighter aircraft on strip { 
alert at Tainan Air Base, Taiwan, to support the PARPRO procram be reconsidered.” 
The fighters there were on alert when PARPRO aircraft flew along the coastline = 
of Communist China in the South China Sea. Although they had been on such alert~: 
since June 1969, thev had never been scrambled to support the PARPRO. In the =: 
cases of Chinese reaction to PARPRO aircraft in the North Yellow Sea, Korean- 

based rather than Tainan-based fighters were scrambled. CINCPAC agreed with 
the rationale, althouah he considered it an inopportune time to discontinue 
_the alert because of operations in Southeast Asia that the Communists might 
consider aS against their national interests. On 27 May CINCPAC recommended 

to the JCS that the Tainan alert requirement be discontinued; such approval 

was granted on 5 June with termination to be at CINCPAC's discretion; the’ alert 
was terminated at 100001Z June 1971.! ee 





1 CINCPACAF 120340Z Mar 71; ADMIN CINCPAC 170034Z Mar 71; JCS 050408Z Jun 71; 
CINCPAC 062147Z Jun 71; CINCPACAF 092110Z Jun 71. 
2 J3B56 HistSum May 71, which cited CINCPAC 012247Z Mar 71 (BOM). 
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Ibid., which cited COMUS Korea 030853Z Mar 7] (BOM): CINCPAC 050421Z Ma 
J3B56 HistSum May 71 


» which cited COMUS Korea 0204472 Apr 77 (BOM); CINCPA 
090133Z Apr 71. 


CINCPAC 1804357 May 71; CINCPAC 2703402 May 71. 
3 J3B56 HistSum May 71, which cited JCS 211840Z May 71; CINCPAC 2403102 M 
and JCS 2722577 May 71. 


CINCPAC Command History 1970, Vol. I 
mane nistory 1970 


» Pp. 143-145; CINCPAC 3020247 May Is 
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1 CINCPAC 210501Z Sep 71. 
2 JCS 3059/281444Z Sep 71. 
3 J3B41 HistSums Apr, Jun, Jul 71. 





~~ | 93B41 HistSums May-Aug 71. 


CINCPAC 1120292 Sep 71; CINCPACFLT 2405237 sep 71; CINCPAC 060138Z Oct. 
3 9¢s 1183/151838Z vat 71; CINCPAC 2700572 Jan 71; CINCPAC 2803502 Aug 713. 


J3B41 HistSums May-Sep 7 
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Reconnaissance Escort Requirements 


ES Cs) On 31 March COMUSMACV requested authority to fly manned reconnaissance 
(> missions in the ROLLING THUNDER Route Package I area without armed escort. This 
‘authority was to be used on a case-by-case basis, only after carefully consider- 
dng the risk versus the anticipated results. Because CINCPAC had a request 

!- pending for extension and modification of Southeast Asia air onerational author- 

t Gties, he deemed it prudent to withhold approval of General Abram's request. 





(¥S) On 30 April the JCS extended the air operating authorities (discussed 
elsewhere in this chapter). After assessing these, CINCPAC determined that 
there would be no conflict with the request and on 7 May he approved 7th Air 
Force unescorted, manned, tactical reconnaissance flights in Route Package I 
on a case-by-case basis. Armed escort was approyed at the discretion of 
COMUSMACV based on the relative risk assessment. 


¥ Southeast Asia High-Altitude Photo Capability 


(XS) Recurring high-altitude drone losses in Southeast Asia caused the JCS 
in Audust to initiate an in-depth evaluation of the platform requirement and to 
ask for CINCPAC's comments on withdrawing the drone capability from Southeast 
Asia and maintaining a contingency force at Davis Monthan AFB, Arizona. CINCPAC 
solicited the views of his Air and Navy Component commanders and COMUSMACV, to 
include impact on PACOM intelligence collection capabilities. Both CINCPACFLT 
and CINCPACAF advised that such withdrawal would have no material effect on 
their photo reqiirements. COMUSMACV, however, stated that the high-altitude 
drone capability should BE retatned because of its potential employment for 
area SAM search. 





1 938510 HistSum May 71, which cited COMUSMACV 310740Z Mar 71 (EX) and 
CINCPAC 102328Z Apr 71 (EX). 
2 Ibid., which cited JCS 3000492 Apr 71 (EX) and CINCPAC 071110Z May 71 (EX). 


3 93B53 HistSum Dec_71; JCS 7034/121418Z aug 71; CINCPACFLT 142215Z Aug 71; 
CINGPACAF 2423462 Aug 71; COMUSMACV 2305042 Aug 71. 
CINCPAC 3122152 Aug "71; COMUSMACV 0807102" Sep’ 71. 
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provided the desired information on 24 November, As of the end of 1971 no 
further action had been taken on this subject. 


J2 Utilization of DoD/PRO Field Reports 


{ In June 1971 the Director, Department of Defense Pacific Research 
Offic& (DoD/PRO) requested informally an analysis of J2's use of the DoD/PRO 
Field Information Reports. The analysis was conducted by the use of checklists 
attached to DoD/PRO reports arriving in J2 and completed by analysts of J22 and 
J24. An initial analysis indicated that the reporting was of continuing value 
to U2 analysts, primarily in providing timely information for the Command Brief- 
ing and for maintaining the currency of the CINCPAC Data Base. Approximately 
89 percent of the information received was considered “usable,” with 58 percent 
rated as of "great" or "moderate" value.2 


{ During August 1971, CINCPAC replied to a Similar DoD/PRO request, this 
time agking for an analysis of the use Of DoD/PRO Field Information Reports 
throughout the PACOM., CINCPAC J2 requested the Component Commands, as well as 
J3 and J5 of the CINCPAC staff, to undertake a one-month utilization study 
during the period 15 August - 15 September 1971. As an interim report, CINCPAC 


_ Provided to DoD/PRO on 16 August 108 completed utilization worksheets prepared 


by J2 analysts. The Study was terminated and al] results--over 10,000 
evaluations~- furnished to DoD/PRO on 16 December 1971.3 .- 


Collection Operations in Korea 


( On 6 October 1971, CINCPAC forwarded to DIA the expressed concern of 
COMUS A over continuing of HUMINT operations in Korea. CINCPAC reviewed 
COMUSKOREA's questioning of the advisability of continuing bilateral and unila- 
teral HUMINT activity in Korea by intelligence units under his command. COMUS- 
KOREA had expressed concern because of the U.S. Forces Korea mission of maintain- 
ing the armistice, President Nixon's impending visit to Communist China, and 
U.S. interest in continuing to decrease world tensions. In forwarding COMUS~ 
KOREA's concern, CINCPAC expressed an opinion regarding continuing HUMINT 
‘against North Korea under the following stringent guidelines (and this CINCPAC 
position was forwarded to COMUSKOREA): ; 


a. While protecting current U.S. interests and exerting absolute 
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T pt, 6732/2222522 Oct 71; CINCPAC 2422037 Noy 71s interview LTC Stevens, 
J2332 by Comd Hist, 4 Mar 72, 


J23/Memo/0301-7 of 13 Jul 71; J23 HistSum Jul 71, 
CINCPAC ltr Ser 001737 of 6 Aug 71; 32333 HistSums Aug and Dec 77, 
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contro) to protect those interests, planning should be continued to consider 
unilateral operations employing tnird-country bases and third-country nationals. 


b. Selected bilateral operations with the ROK should be carefully 
planned and conducted from third-country bases. This approach would afford 
wider options in the means for inserting carefully trained personnel and would 
allow plausibte U.S. dental. 


c. There should be planning for bilateral operations mounted from the 
ROK, using imaginative methods of inserting agents and benefitting from lessons 
learned from historically unsuccessful "piston" operations. | 


() DIA replied to the CINCPAC message on 15 October, with an expression of 
genera] agreement with the CINCPAC position that there was a need for continua- 
tion of carefully considered and professionally executed HUMINT operations 
against North Korea. All operations, of course, must consider current worldwide 
political. repercussions. DIA emphasized that there were no current restrictions 
against HUMINT operations targeted against North Korea, 2 ar 


( On 17 November 1971, CINCPAC replied to COMUSKOREA emphasizing that 
CINCPAC shared the concern of COMUSKOREA fn protecting the U.S. Forces Korea 
mission of maintaining the armistice and the correct political profile in view 
of President Nixon's impending visit to Communist China. However, CINCPAC 
emphasized that the CCOs/HRCDs against North Korea were still valid and that DIA 
had just informed CINCPAC that there remained no restrictions on HUMINT opera- 
tions against North Korea, CINCPAC emphasized also that intelligence on North 
Korea was extremely limited and that all means of collection had been restricted 
for some time because of the changing political situation and budgetary . 
-restraints.. CINCPAC conctudéd by stating that if, upon examination, COMUSKOREA 
determined that the political or military risk of particular intelligence opera- 
tions outweighed any possible results, he had the prerogative of disapproving 
‘them. Additionally, it was emphasized that if COMUSKOREA determined no need for 
HUMINT operations, he might recommend cancellation of ‘the collection require- 
ments. : 


Intelligence Aspects of Cambodia Planning Conference 





TS During the period 14-18 May 1971 CINCPAC convened a Cambodia Planning 
Conference in Saigon. The purpose of the conference was to review on-going 
actions, refine plans, identify problem areas, and develop recommendations 
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1 CINCPAC 0602502 Oct 71; J2233 HistSum Oct 71. 
2 DIA 1520212 Oct 71. 
3 CINCPAC 171831Z Nov 71; J2333 HistSum Nov 71. 
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